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ALTHDUGH DISBANDMENT l'
rapidly approaches, Escadran de
Chasse 1712 Cambresh v as busy as ever

It maintaing a Mirage 2000C detachment -
in Chad, a two-aircraft Quick Reaction ¥ -

P -;ll}ﬁ'ﬁ.f- detachment in Crel, Francs -:_' ="
and continuausly detaches pilots ta 12
EC 3 Corse m Dilbbouti - all while i’
OrQanising th= S0Eh ﬂ.ur1|'|.|Erl_“3|1l,- MATD
Tiger Meet in May 2011 at Cambrai-Epinoy in
northermn France, which promises to be the blgges:
LLCH eswlnt 10 diate

Dying species

The single-sear Mirage 2000 air supenority

fighter of the French Alr Farce [FAF) is gradually
deappeanng foom the shies, With the disbandment
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the French Air Force's Escadron de Chasse
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-1 ol EC W2 sister sguadron. EC 2112
B Ficardie in July 2009, only thiee Mirage
2000C squadrons remain inthe country.

- EC 17112 Cambresis, based at Cambran,

& one af them; tha other two being EC

175 e de France at Orange and EC 173

Cicognes at Dyjan

On the day of the author's visit 1o
Cambral, one al the squadran™s Mirage
J00Cs was being prepared to fly to Chad the
next day for the cambined EC 1712 and EC 1/5
detachment in the Morth African country. The
Cetac hment ocomprises three aircrall, Dwo from
Cambragiz and ona from [Je de Fronce sauadnons
EL 112 also sends pllots to EC 37 Corse, the
permangnt ten |FI F.'.ll..'-u]l,' R0 CD '_.|'_||_|..|l:lra_|r| I
Diioull

/12, due to disband after this year’s Tiger Meet

The Chad detachment al N'Djamena International
APOIT 15 very new - the wo Mirage J000C
twquadrans toak over fram a Mirage F1 unim,
ER 2/33 Savore, in June 20010, As the very last F1
unit, Sawvaie on s own coubd not mamtain the
Chad deployment fwhich it hed done dince 1384)
cancurrently with & three-plane detachment in
Kandahar, Alghanistan. It was still a surprising move
a5 the Mirage FICR Is primarily a recannaissance
arcraft with stnke copabifitios, whereas the Mirage
20000 & an alr defence Tighter althodigh the airto-
gir theeat in Chad i almost non-existent.

Don‘t forget the camera!

Lieutenant Colonel Sebastien ‘Dodi® Vallerte,
coummanding officer of EC 112, explainad that the
M2O0OC™s limited air-to-ground capabllity s not



Abhows . Altowgh EC 1712 bas 23 afrerafl, there are
na Miroge 20008 fwo-seaters in ity ioveniory. Tha
20008 ure all based with EC 1S af Drange and are
used far fype lraining far all Mirage 2000 variunls
Mﬂl’ﬂl.ﬁqllmm#. NI | FUETTTTG (I IR
Lot Undike masl French fighter squadrans, EC 171273
official squadron patch doas mol include the emblems of
rhe three escadrifled, bur refers 1o che town of Combrai,

new. “The air lorce added it to the 2000C in the
mid-19904 with free-fall bombs, Now we also wse
GAU-12 Isser-guided bombs, Butwe don't have oiur
owri laser designator. We are dependant on other
aircralt such as the Mirage 20000 to gukdes these
bombs. We smarted planning for Chad operatian
about three to four years ago.” He says the air
to-ground capabilities of the Mirage 2000 force
are adequate far Africa, but not ug 1o the more
difficult Afghanistan missions

The agréement between France and Chad does
not cover air-to-graund missions in Chad irsslf;
the country has its own assets for that although
Frenuch I’J-.]hte-m dhoy reqularly train with Chad army
units. Lt Col Vallstte added: “We are there to be
able to use force in support of UN or EU operations
outside of Chad — for instance, in Ckirfu”

The Mirage Z000C cannot camry any dedicated
reconnaissance equipment, unlike the FICK
& ierlaus shertcoming when serial recce [5 an
impariant mission, a in Chad. LI Col Valleti= "We
e call it sconnasissancs s wE don'l Foes
the equipment. We call it survelllances, uskng our
Mark, 1 eyeball’ and digital handheld-compacit
camictas,  That sounds funmy: but we do e, e
with better than expectad results. Yol know, maving
people or cars with guns sticking out of the windows
arg easily iecoqgneable, We cannot take a big OSLR
camern bacases the cockpir s oo small, Because
at ity oulstanding fy-by-wwe system, the 20000 15 a
VETY srabile rll.'l‘t‘r:_'ull'l Al 0w alitudes the turnalenoe
can get hemsy, but the autopilol snables us 1o fly
comiortably with, forinstance, a 3 degrees "bank
Anil ke albtudes The resaults 3 not ooimpenable o

the outpui of the Mirage FICR. bt are accepiable”
Although the Mirage 20000 s less suited for Chad
than the FI, the securlty situatian in this recpon has
relaxed since the FAF established the detachment
in the mmid- 19804, making it edasier 1o bring in
the noferecoe delta et Lieutenant de Yaisseai
Raphagl Brun, a French Mavy Super Etendard pliot
on 3 two-yedr eachange with BC 112, explainad
"The relationship with the neighbourdng countries
iS5 improwing. Our main tasks are survelllance and
protection of Fench cibieens, dnd the base s an
excallent springboard o other African countries”
The FAF trains with the Chadian army, but not
with the Chadian Alr Force, which has a small
fleat of Sukhol 5u-25 Frogfoars flown by nan
English speaking pilols hired from Ukralne. "They
chon 't ke uis §0 know wehat they are dhoing,” said =

#ITS JUMNE Iﬂ:‘I: 75

PR o R N




Lisurenant Mark Arnguld, & young kol who has
previous experence in Chad. They usiasily My one
mussion per day, fasting about two hours. "We
always Thy In pairs and always ose the tanker”
said Lt Armauld. “Sometimes the missions can
last fouur hours when we fiy to the other side of
the country. We alio regularly tain silth the
FAF CN235 and C-160 that sreé alio based ar
N Ojamena Inlemational Airport.”  Jets normally

Cenirellne fuel tonk-only Iy the preferrad deglight canfiguration, rathar than tiwe wing -fanki.
Lt Coi Sebastien Dodi” Vailetts, commanding officer of EC 1772 Cambrasis.

operations. but also for strafing training a1 the
ir-ta-ground range. They also deploy anmually
for three weesks 1o Cazau Alr Base in the south-
wiesl of the country to train with other squadnons
at the Cap Sur range, the only ane in the countiy
where livie ordnands may be dropped.

EC 1412 sends ity young pliots 1o the FAF air
Bade in Djiboutl immediately sfter they have
gualified in the akr delfence rale 10 that they can

carty oul ORA duties. Alsa, Dlibouti s considered
&5 @ pertect leaming ared for advanced training
in the air-to-ground role as it has few restnctions
and generally good weather, The pilots get to
closely work with detached Mirsge 20000 crews
who are expartt in alr-to-qraund opérations. At
all times, ane to two pilats from Cambral are
detached o Dyiboutl. According to Lt Col Valette,
thit arrangement will come 1o and end when the

stay théré lar ahout six months beloe aaming
back to France for mainterance. Piloty sty thers
for 2 macemum of Dae monil by

Large squadron

Although the 20000 can perlorm air-to-air or
alr-ta-ground missions, ether function has o be
prepared lor while the et s on the graund as it
cannol be changed in the air. The aircraft's gun,
herwaeed, can he wsed n bath sales Al French
fighter squadrans deploy to Coriea far two
wirishs overy pear Lo Drain primarily for air-toair

i “The relationship with the neighbouring countries
is improving. Our main tasks are surveillance and
protection of French citizens, and the base is an

excellent springboard fo other African countfries.”

Mirage 2000C over the English
Channel awniting refuelling frem a
C-T80R of ET 24 Savoie
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Pilat on a pre-flight walk around with the
crew chiel,

Two Mirages J000Cs sparting the embiem
of Spa@® with the red lightning Moch thar all
wscerd rilies of this sguodron hava /n commom,

Mirage 2000C i replaced by Mirage 2000-5Fs
from Dijon. This will happen this summer when
2000-5F5 aof EC 3/30 Larroine At
Al Dhatra, UAE, are replaced by three Rafale Cs.

In Fra the FAF mainrains four QRA
detachments spread strategically over the
country. EC 112 is respans hl-t I_u the QRA duty
i Crel, just north of Parls and dadicated o the
of the city. It has two jets and twa
pilots, rotating avery week

thee thipo Mirage

nce,

pratection
They scrambile three
te four times a week and make about 50 ‘hot
werambles per year. The ather QRA locstions
are Mont-de-Marsan, Orange and Lann-Bihouéa
EC 1712 has alsa maintslned QRA
detachments in lceland and Lhe Baltic States.
Because of it commitmants in Africa, and o QRA,
EC 1 than most other frantline

n ineg past

12 has more jels
iquadrans, tatalling 23 Mirage 2000Cs but no Mirage
2000E trainers. 1t also has
wiith 340, plus two non-fiying officers and 18 NCOs

As with all fighter squadrons, Combresis has

miore pilots than wsual,

Escadrilles

three escadrilla: (flights)
smallest flying units in the First Warld War

were the
When
the unit of choice became the much larger
gscadron (sqguadren) after the Second World
War, the French Air Force assigned the vintage
srcadrnilles 1o the escadrons to maintain traditions
and heritage. Unlike squadrons ekewhere in the
world, the heritage and tradition: ef a French
ved [rom the much
older escadrilles: this s the reason the
Wisar 50 many difterent emblems an their taike

tquadran are primarily ey

r-lull'h_'l:r

EC 1112 iz different from almeet all olher r:ig’u;.g-r
squadrons In that its afficial unit badge, which
5 not present on any of its jets, does not include
any of the three escadrille emblems, EC 113
was activated In 1952 when the Cold War was
Ihe two escadrilles assignad
to kit are still with the squadron today, One ol
them, Spaléd. was sstablishad vaowards the end
of the First World War in January 1918. Most

really I'll:'.:|h1||_| un

escadrille desgnations refer to the type of lighter

it Wwas equipped with at the end of that war = far
spal&? it was the SPAD VIIFXD Biplane, The unit
dishanded in 1927 but saw action In the Sacond
World 'War as the &th escadrille of Group de Chasse
NG, but without the tiger emblem it wore in the
Great War. It became a tiger unit agaln In 1952
as the first escadrille of EC 1712 - at that time
based at Mont-de-Marsan repoarting to Escadre
de Chazse 12 (Fighter Wing 121 Subsequently,
the red lightning flash common ta all three
emblems ol EC 1/12 was added ta the tiger

The secand escadrille was Spa98 ‘Goepes' (Wasps),
activated in 1817 at Villacoublay, It was short

fved, disbanding in 1919, but reformed in 1933
and was assigned to BC 172 in May 1952 The third
estadrille was cnly added in 1996 when the Frerch
Ait Force abandoned its wing structurs, At the
time, tha tatal number of squadirons was reduced,
thereby increasing the number of fighters in each
that remained. This allowed for a third sscadiills ro
be added 1 fighter squadrons: for EC 1412, it was »
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The third excadrille, SpaTé6 ‘Alghe de sabile et
d"argent’, was added in 19496 when the squedron wad
II'IIIEFI ta 20 yeis frowm 15,
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Over Narmandy,
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Spal6d Algie Noir (Black Eaglel, which had been
dermant since 1919,

Tiger Meet
As the last active founding membar of the NATO
Tiger Meet in Europe, il & litting that EC 1/12
organises the 50th anniversary of the famous
NATO Tiger Meet in May 2011, And it will be 2 hig
one, perhaps the biggest Tiger Meet aver, As the
operations officer and deputy commander of the
squadron, Commendant Jear-Lue Doudou’ Danim
i responsible for the flying part of the meet. "It will
be a huge event,” he says. “Al member sguadrons
have said they will attend with thair aircraft

seventeen countries and 23 squadrons will be at
Lambwa with 77 fixed-wing and ten rotary-
wing alncraf. The air base will be loaded. Ar

-f:l'n“'ll'llﬂ;q',m"

M

by

iu. . '
i e T Sl ] !il-up,.

. .4' | ||

lild .'-“"I
]

Rl ;_'Iu_qr.-iru'. ! _|,I;| Il |' I|| :I,I II rHH qie'.ﬂl.i .

[P i i IR ¥ 1T
[ g I- - HH i Il
]
i ir' ﬂH. H L1 #. -'|.| || |I I."'\ 'L LR ]
|' 1 ﬂ. w | - |'«l--l-|' J Ll ETEL “1'"'” ‘ N | hif |'| |"|| .II
it I‘l e | [ I. j'i ||* i o _J.| - .l":ll .

flrst we thoughr it would be impossible o FC ””_"‘“
accomimodate all of them bur we managed. ::Lﬂm ;::r
I dan't know of any other exarcise that has jers in tiger colowrs
such diversity and so many nationakities ” for the Tiger Meet.
Following on from Valkel In the m:";.‘l:;:::“:'“:
A ERe
metherlands in October 2010 and Klaine Netherfands, for the
Brogel in Belgium the previous year 2070 event. Tha 2071
the meet will not be tha social gathering mewt will see ot least
with some flying that it once was - bur :::::':::F:iflwm
a8 full exercise. "The first time we made it Crew roam with
an integrated flying exercise was in 2009,” K large tiger head.
sald Daroux, adding: “We had to in order :::-;E:;T‘::r:
to survive. but the social aspect s still very commanders danate
strong and that makes it different fram all gne of their hots 1o
other big exercises. You get to know other :I!u lqlud'm:am b;
peaple very well.” .:'Fhﬂﬂ'ﬂ ve the
? #2TH JUNE l 11
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Lt Col Vallerte added that the meet offers
excallent training "nat just for the flying, but
also very good language training far all aur
people’, Two COMADS (combinesd air operations)
are planned each day for the two-week evant:
COMAD 1 fior fighters, and COMAD 2 for all aircraft

Cambresis takes its ‘tiger responsibilities’ very
sericusly, and the tiger aplrit is the soul of the

Alehough EC 1712 is disbanded next
pear, the Mirage 20000 wiil Nnger on until
2015 with EC 2/5 [le d& France at Orange.
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A Mirage 2000C toking off from Cambralin December 2010,

squadron, “Hard to be Humble,, the NATO Tiger
Ascaciation matto, proudly welcomes visitors at the
emry to the main squadron bullding, The antrance
i5 guarded by a large stultfed tiger and the walls
In the bullding are covered by pictures of arcraft
in spedal tiger paint schemes. This sguadran has
velbons and black blood pumping through its veins.

Because of the huge arganisation and spacing
Issues, the airshow during the Tiger Masat will
not be held at Cambrai air base but at nearby
Cambrai-Niergnies, a general aviation airpont
al the other side of the village of Cambral. "The
rotary aircraft will fly from Cambrai-Niergnies but
the runway |s toa small for fiked-wing aircraft,”
says '‘Doudoue’ Darcux. “We plan a formatian
fiypast of all participating squadrons, sach flying
one of their aircraft from Cambiral air base ”

He added that the Indian Air Force will send a
delegation fram irs own tiger squadran o the
meeat, and that they may come with their Mirage
2000Hs, Another non-affiliated unit taking
part is the 12151 ARW, Ohio Air National Guard,
which alsoc participated in the 2010 evant, with
one KC-135K. 11 has not been decided where the
tankar will fly from as Cambral s too small: the
girport of Lille is a possibility, as i Flarsnnas air
base in Belghum,

Future
For EC 1112, this year's Tiger Meet will be its last
before disbandment in mid-2012. However, It does
nat mean the end for Spalsd - French Air Force
palicy is to keep its most important ascadrilies alive
hased an their history. Athough more historically
important sscadrilles have not survived, the high
command of the air force has declded to assign
the Spal62 identity to a Rafale squadron in the
future. Accarding to Lt Col Vallette, the impartani
cantribution of the tiger spirt Is the primary reason
far this decision. Although several media reported
Spal62 would go o EC 5330 Cote dlegent al Mont:
de-Marsan, Lt Col Vallette says it wan't, as that's
already a tiger squadron with two tiger escadrilles. it
will be decided next summiern” he added

The lagt flying operations for Cambresis will take
place in April 2012, shortly before disbandment and
the closure of the alr bass. The QRA detachment
at Creil will become the responsibllity of anather
fighter squadran. With the demise of EC 112, the
fighter presence in Chad may also come to an end as
it will probably be too much for the single remaining
Mirage 2000C squadron to maintain, given that EC
/5 Is also responsible for mraining arews of all Mirage
2000 types and maintaining ORA datachmeni: ﬂ'
in France.
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